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Decision:

It ismy decision to authorize the replacement of alarge stream-crossing culvert on BLM Road No. 31-
7-19.0 where it crosses Live Oak Creek, and a second culvert on Road No. 31-8-3.0 where it
crosses Union Creek. Both project sitesarelocated in T. 31 S, R. 8 W., NWY4SEY4, Section 3,
W.M. The culverts have been identified for replacement by Field Office and Didrict engineering
personne because of therisk of falurein the near term. The culverts have aso been identified as
barriers to upsiream and downstream passage by resident fish.

The exigting culverts will be replaced with open-bottom Structura plate arches. Design and ingtdlation
will incorporate Best Management Practices found in Appendix D (pp. 134-136) of the Roseburg
District Record of Decision/Resource Management Plan (ROD/RMP. June, 1995). Among the
project design features to be implemented:

C Design of the arches to pass atheoretica 100-year flood event

C Redtriction of in-stream construction activities to the period between July 1 and September 15,
during low summer stream flows, congstent with conditions of the Generd Authorization of the
Oregon Divison of State Lands, and under permit from the Oregon Department of Forestry.

C Sizing of the arches greater than bank-full width to alow unrestricted stream flow and reduce
flow veocities that could otherwise result in channd downcutting and stream bank eroson, and
impede upstream movement of juvenile fish.

C Ingtallation of rip-rap and concrete armoring on the upsiream and downstream ends of the
arches.

C Diversgon of stream flow during congtruction activities, and minimization of in-stream equipment
operation.

C Placement of absorbent booms downstream of the project sites, prior to commencement of

work, to contain potentia spillage of any petroleum products.

C Endhaul of waste materid to an authorized upland disposal Site.

C Revegetation of disturbed stream banks with native grasses.

C Pressure washing or steam cleaning of excavation and earthmoving eguipment prior to move-in
on the project site in order to minimize the risk of introducing soil from outside the project area
that may be contaminated with noxious weed seed.



Rationale for the Decision:

This project was andyzed under Alternative 1, the proposed action, of the South River Watershed
Regtoration EA. Itsimplementation will meet the need for replacing the culvertsthat are at risk of
falurein the near term. Alternative 2, the no action dternative, would not meet the identified objective
or need.

The replacement of the culverts will not result in any undue environmenta degradation. The project is
consistent with Aquatic Conservation Strategy objectives contained in the ROD/RMP (pp. 20-21).
Specificdly, the project will aid in the maintenance and restoration of in-stream flows, maintenance and
restoration of spatiad and tempora connectivity in the watershed; maintenance and restoration of the
natura sediment regime; and maintenance and restoration of aquatic habitat. The project isaso

cong stent with the management objective “To preclude stream crossings from being adirect source of
sediment to streams thus minimizing water quality degradation and provide unobstructed movement for
aquatic fauna.” (ROD/RMP, p. 134).

The project Stes are located in easements on private lands. As a consequence, there are no provisons
or requirements for pre-disturbance surveys for Survey and Manage species.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has identified an array of soil series within a set of geographic
quadrangles that represent potentidly suitable habitat for Kincaid's lupine (Lupinus sulphureus var.
kincaidii), a Federally-threatened species under the Endangered Species Act. The project areais
outside of the identified geographic range, and the requisite soil types are absent. As a consequence,
the Sites are not considered to be suitable habitat, the speciesis not expected to be present and surveys
are not required.

The project Sites are not located in suitable habitat for the threstened northern spotted owl (Strix
occidentalis caurina) or threatened marbled murrelet (Brachyramphus marmoratum), nor within ¥
mile of any owl activity center or potentid murrelet habitat. As a consegquence, the projects are not
anticipated to have any effect on either species.

The project Sites are located gpproximately 3 miles above anaturd barrier (waterfal) that prevents
passage by anadromous fish and marks the limits of essentid fish habitat (EFH). The effects of culvert
replacement on Oregon Coast coho salmon and designated critical habitat are primarily derived from
sediment generated by stream bank disturbance and in-stream activities associated with the project.
These effects were determined “likely to adversdly affect” listed fish and designated critical habitat, and
were consulted with the Nationd Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS). Effects on EFH are considered
substantively the same as those for the coho sdmon and its habitat. The NMFS findings are addressed
in the August 8, 2001, Programmatic Biological and Conference Opinion for Programmatic Activities
Affecting SONC Coho Salmon, OC Coho Samon, and OC Stedhead. This opinion setsforth Terms
and Conditions in conjunction with authorization for Incidenta Take. The projects are congstent with
the terms and conditions of the Programmeatic Biologica and Conference Opinion.



No issues were identified by any locd or tribd governments, State agencies, or other Federa agencies.
The EA and Finding of No Significant Impact were made available for public review from June 28,
2000, through July 28, 2000. Comments were received from one organization. These comments did
not congtitute new information or identify any issues not aready consdered and addressed in the South
River Watershed Restoration EA, the ROD/RMP, or the Roseburg Didtrict Proposed Resource
Management Plan/Environmental Impact Statement.

Compliance and M onitoring:

Monitoring will be done in accordance with implementation monitoring objectives and requirements for
Water and Soils, and Fish Habitat resources contained in the ROD/RMP, Appendix | (pp. 195-198).

Protest and Appeals Procedures:

Asoutlined in 43 CFR § 5003 Adminigtrative Remedies, protests may be filed with the authorized
officer within 15 days of the publication date of the Decision Notice in the Roseburg, Oregon, News-
Review.

E. Dwight Fielder Date
Field Manager
South River Fidd Office
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